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of ~'loorcrofl. i\ preliminary Inquiry Indicates that Moorcroft may not
havl' personally made the ff'i."'Ounted jaun1ey that Is praised for its
"accuracy of historiographical and political observations."

Based on these and other collated texts, [t seem:> that In Us fonnaliw
phase Europ€'an students of the Onenl, rather than Initiating "original"
and wsdentific" studies. had relied hea\'])y on rC~aIch Rndln~of natlve
scholars. By rendering these works [nlo English. Ihe colonial officers in
Jndia fabricated scholarly credentials for ~hemselves, and b~' publishing
the~ wod;s under thelT own names gained promlnence as Orie-lltal
l>cholm back home.- The process of translation and publil''3tion enabled
the EUJOpeam 10 obliterate the traces of the native producen of tb~e
"''arks and thw divest them of autllorality and originality. anribute~

which came to Ix> recognized il.'i the distinguishing marks of European
"scholars" of the Orient. In many of these cases, European scholars
differentiated their works by adding the schol.::.rly t.lpparaluses of foot­
notes and references. dtations Ihal were already J;"\'allable In th~ bod}"

of th~ commis.-;ioned texts.
In some (lthel cases:. S"cholarly compeliti(ln belpl."d 10 preserve toe

nam" of the original authors. For inslancc, M.irza Salih Shirazi served as
;l guide for lhe dc'lcgation let.lu:-- Sir GO(t· Ou.sclcy 11770-1844), the Bri­
!'ish Amba.\sador E.... tfilordinary and PlcnipotenUary, who visUerl Iran
bclwcen 1811 and !H12.'" Mirza Salih accompanIed and kept ret"ords of
til" journey of tbis delegation, which Includl'<1 leading OrfeOlaHsts
WIniam Ouseley ~1767-1842J, WiTliam Price, anll Jam~ Morler (1780­
1849). 100

Mirza Salib composed a sct of dJalogues in PersIan whIch were
published in William Price's A Grammar or flit' 77m:t' Principal Oriclllal
LlIISI/(/S~.il)1 Accordlllg to Price, uWhfic we were at Shlraz. I became
acquaiml?d with Micl.a Saulih, well known for his literary acquirem(-,lltS;
he enteroo our train and remained with the Embass}' a conslderablt!
HOle, during which, 1 prevaJled upon him lO compose a set of dialogues
in Ills nallve tongue. the pure dialect of Shiraz.~I(l~ In his Travels of
tJlirrecn years ~arlier \Il,'i!liam Ousc!cy had dted illl ue,xtTaet from some
famIliar Dialogues, wrilt"cn at my request by a man of lcllcrs at
Shlral ... ~I".I The extract offered by Ous(".!ey was the opening of the
"Persian Dialogues~ \\'Tilten by Mir:!.1 Sallll. u'" Both Ous('lcy and Price
dalmed that the ~Dialogl.l(,"was written ilt their request. lOS 'rhese com­
peting claim.~ may ll,CCOllrlt for the preservation of the name of Mlrzil
SaUIl as Its ilurhor. In the inlIoduclion to the "'Dialogue," Price humbly
noted, "!laving myself no motive bUI Ihat of contributing (0 the funds
of Oriental litcr<lture, anti of renderLng Ihe allalnmenl of the Penian



language to students; I havc given Ihe Dltl!ogues verbatim, wllh an Eng­
lish [skI translallon as Utera! as posslhJe,""l'l Mirza Sallh also assisted
Price in lhe research for his Diss('r1fllimI. 1o; William Ouse!l?y lH,:cI\ise
Q"ediled "'1lr1-" Salih for providing him with /I "conclsl· l!es;C"riptloll and
highly ccoOOlniastick Isler narrative on historlcol and arcbaeologlcal
sites used in his Tral'/'Is ill \fariOIlS Corll/trlt'S of lll~ EII.~r, Morc P(lrtimlarl,v
Prrsi,I.'''' Having relied on Mirza SalJh's contribution, Ouse.lc;.' viewed
pari of the walk as ·Lhe result of our lalnt rc.scarc.h ... _·10'0' Oddly
enougb, Mlna S3lih i.s only remembered as a nH"mbcr of the first group
of Iranian students sent to England In 1815 who h'ere suppost.>d.ly in
n~ of -Inslruction in rCilding and writing their myn l::mgu.3ge.- lIO

TIle obliteratIon of the Inte.Uectual cOlluibutiom. of re~ian<ltc schnlan
10 the formation of Orienralism coincided with the late elghteenth­
cenlury emergence of authorship as a prlndple of h~xtual anribullon
and aet1itatioo in Europe. The increaSt'd ..Ignlficam:t" of authonhlp b
allrlbuled to the Romantic revoluTion and ilS" imf(1Jlatjon of Ihe author
Has the producth't' origin of the l('xt, as the subjC'Ctl\'c SOUJCt· that. in
bringing its unique position to expr~sian. constltull!';" ;:. 'work' indun­
ably its own.· 111 With lhe lnot"asl"d cullUml signifinll1cc of innovaTion
{im"t'"nrioi, European int('"rlocuton; <.'Onsl'il;UIL'<i themselvcs as the fermi­
tortes of uriglnality and authorship. It wa.s precisely at thIs h1slOrfcal
conjuncture Ihal contemporary works of non-European scholars began
to b<.' devalued and depieted as tIlldilio. This rhetOrical sirategy author­
ized lbe marginalization oi Perslanale scholarship at a time When the
e.....,IstlnH sY5tems of scholarly patronage In Imn lind India were uis!ocatoo.
Without slable institutional and IDatd"lal rt.·SOUIC~ thaI lIulllOrited the
I'ersianate scholars. Orientalisl!O were able \0 appropriate !..heir Intellectual
works. The institutionalization of Orlentalism as a Aeld of academic
InqUiry, and iu authorization of -original sources,·' enahled European
Sl.:hnlul'1 10 effectively appropriate tht, works of Iht'ir non-Western can·
temporaries .. who were denied agency and cr~atl\·jIY,

Th~ chall~nge of postcolonial historiography is 10 re-lllslOricize the
proct.'sses lhat havE' been concE'<lled <lnd ossified by the Eurocelltric
accounts of modernity. -nlls challenge also Involv(':5 uncovering the
underside of "Occidental ratlonalll)'," Such a prolN:t mUSI go beyond a
Saidlan critique of Oricntallsm as ·a systematic dls('"()ul'1e by which Europe
.....as able to manage - ('Vcn produce - theOrle.m politIcally, sociologicaJJy,
mllltarlly, Ideologically. sdenllflcally, and Imaglnativcly_" Said's Ori('lIt­
llli.,," prOVided the fOllndatlon for Immcnsely producll ....c scholarly
works on Europeall colonIal agenq' but IIH'se works rarely explore tbt­
agency and imagination of Euro~·sOther, who arc ocpietffi as passive
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and rradJll<:>naJ. This denial of abl'CI1C}~and COl7V/llir:y L1) Ihe HRe~1." provided
L111~ ground for the exceptionality of tbe "Wt'SI./f By rcevnstituting the
)ote.rlextual relatlons between Western t~-xts and their repressed" ricn­
ta'" master-texts, the postcolonial blstOrlob'Taphy can rC<?1lad the dla­
logical relation between the West and Lhe Re l, a relation hip that .....as
essCTIlial 10 the formation of the etho. of modernity. The rclnsaiption
of the "homeless texts" into 1l1Storical accounts of modernIty is essential
10 thl hl.s.toriographicaJ pro-led.




